	1850
	Industrial revolution leading to greenhouse gas emissions increasing significantly due to human activity involving the burning of fossil fuels


	Late 1800s
	Energy from fossil fuels enables cheap mass production


	1900
	Global mass extinction is underway, caused by the effects of climate change


	1920s
	Introduction of the widespread use of electricity


	1940s
	Post war population explosion


	1954
	First civilian nuclear power station is operational in Russia


	1950s and 1960s
	The green revolution caused by technologies such as fertilisers, pesticides, irrigation and mechanisation allowing for mass food production


	1972
	The ‘Polluter Pays’ principle first introduced by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development.  The polluter is held responsible for environmental damage and pollution


	2008
	The Climate Change Act 2008

The Act which sets a framework for the UK to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build resilience to climate risks.  Key to this is the series of legally binding five-year Carbon Budgets, setting out allowable levels of greenhouse gas emissions and moving the UK towards net zero emissions in 2050.


	2011
	The White Paper, The Natural Choice, published.  This was the first paper on biodiversity for over a decade and began to put the natural environment at the centre of public policy.  The Natural Capital Committee was born from this White Paper.


	2012 – 2015
	The Natural Capital Committee’s first term

Setting up methodology and filling in the economic and science on how the objective of improving biodiversity could be achieved.



	2015
	COP21 – the Paris Convention

The Paris agreement was reached – this is a legally binding international treaty on climate change, adopted by 196 parties.  The goal of which is to limit global warming to 1.5◦C compared with pre industrial temperatures.  


	2016 – 2020
	Natural Capital Committee’s Second Term

25 year environmental plan is launched as climate change requires change over a generation to achieve the objective of improving biodiversity


	2018
	The 25 Year Environment Plan released by DEFRA providing targets in relation to:  


Clean air, clean and plentiful water, thriving plants and wildlife, reducing the risks of harm from environmental hazards, using resources from nature more sustainably and efficiently, enhancing beauty heritage and engagement with the natural environment, mitigating and adapting to climate change, minimising waste, managing exposure to chemicals, enhancing biosecurity.

The Environment Bill is one of the key ways in which to deliver the 25 year plan



	2019
	The Government produced the Clean Air Strategy


	February 2021
	The Economics of Biodiversity – The Dasgupta Review


	June 2021
	The Guardian newspaper reports that legal experts from across the globe have drawn up a historic definition of ‘ecocide’ to be adopted by the International Criminal Court


	Autumn 2021
	The Environment Bill due to come into force – creating the new public body, The Office for Environmental Protection – the UK’s independent domestic watchdog 


	November 2021
	COP26 climate convention in Glasgow


	2023
	Emissions due to hit a record high if green recovery fails. – 2023 is on track for the highest levels of carbon dioxide output in human history


	2028
	Plan to deliver clean heating in 600,000 households in the UK by 2028

	2030
	· All cars produced in the UK to be EVs by 2030
· 100% of new buildings must be net zero in operation and embodied carbon must be reduced by 40%
· UK insurance and long term savings sector is committed to a 50% reduction in emissions by 2030.

	2042
	Nature Recovery Network’s goal to 

Restore 75% of protected sites on land to favourable conditions and nature can thrive

Creates a restore 500,000 hectares of additional wildlife rich habitat outside of protected sites

Recover threatens an iconic animal and plant species by providing more diverse and better connected habitats

Support work to increase Woodlands cover

Achieve a range of environmental economic and social benefits such as carbon capture flood management clean water pollination and recreation


	2050
	The world’s biggest emitters need to get to net zero emissions by 2050.

The UK Insurance and long term savings sector is committed to reaching net zero by 2050

All new and existing assets must be net zero across their whole life cycle.



