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JOINT PRESS RELEASE

ASEAN Young Changemakers Converge in Lombok to Show Community Projects’ Results

Youth volunteers of eMpowering Youths Across ASEAN gather in Lombok, Indonesia to showcase the impacts of their community projects.

INDONESIA, 28 June 2022 – Maybank Foundation and ASEAN Foundation brought together today a cadre of youth and members of civil society organisations (CSOs) representing ten community projects in Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines to attend the closing event of eMpowering Youths Across ASEAN (EYAA): Cohort Two in Mataram, Lombok, West Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia from 28 to 29 June 2022. 

The closing event marked the final and most important milestone of EYAA: Cohort Two, where youth volunteers were given a platform to showcase how they have driven change through their community projects. Furthermore, the closing event was also initiated to connect the 75 youth volunteers with key stakeholders of ASEAN, including ASEAN Secretariat, and gain insights from them on ways to further elevate their projects and reinforce their partnership with the local implementing partners. In the latter case, ten CSOs from Cambodia (Color Silk), Indonesia (EcoFun, Rikolto and Nexus3 Foundation), Malaysia (WormingUp, Kakiseni and Me.reka) and the Philippines (Global Peace Foundation, Keep Hope Alive and Masy Consultant) were invited to share their perspectives on the community projects they helped implement. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the community projects of EYAA: Cohort Two were conducted through hybrid approach with the CSOs leading the implementation and the youth volunteers supporting via online. This approach allowed the community projects to run longer for more than four months from October 2021 to January 2022, benefiting more people in the four countries.

The unprecedented pandemic also provided a momentum for EYAA: Cohort Two to empower more youths, especially the underserved ones, via online platform. As a result, four webinars on youth empowerment and education were conducted, impacting over 20,000 participants. Throughout the implementation of EYAA: Cohort Two, over 21,000 beneficiaries were positively impacted by the community projects in Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines while more than 851,000 people in ASEAN benefited from the online events organised by the youth volunteers and CSOs.

“We are delighted that, through the partnership with ASEAN Foundation, the eMpowering Youths Across ASEAN continues to be a powerful platform to empower communities in line with aspirations of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025 and United Nation’s Sustainability Development Goals,” said Mr. Khairudin Bin Abdul Rahman, the Chief Executive Officer of Maybank Foundation.  


Dr. Yang Mee Eng, the Executive Director of ASEAN Foundation, echoed the statement. “Despite the insurmountable challenges of the pandemic, eMpowering Youths Across ASEAN: Cohort Two managed to deliver the much-needed impact to the communities in ASEAN. This is only possible due the ongoing support from Maybank Foundation as a dedicated and committed partner of ASEAN,” said Dr. Yang. 

“It is an honor for us Nexus3 Foundation was chosen to be one of the CSOs that can carry out the Empowering Youth Across ASEAN activity in Sekotong, West Lombok. We think Maybank's support for this activity will be very good for opening up future activities in other areas in Indonesia that are experiencing a similar problem, namely environmental pollution,” said Yuyun Ismawati Drwiega, Senior Advisor Nexus3 Foundation.

The closing event of EYAA: Cohort Two was organised as a hybrid event with over 20 youth volunteers and representatives of CSOs attending the event onsite, and the rest of the volunteers and members of CSOs participating through Zoom livestream. As part of the closing event, Maybank Foundation, ASEAN Secretariat, ASEAN Foundation, youth volunteers and representatives of CSOs will conduct a visit to SMPN 2 Sekotong to have a meet and greet with the beneficiaries of PROJECT SMART dan STEAM CHIME implemented by Nexus3 Foundation. In this visit, Vice Regent of West Lombok Ms. Hj. Sumiatun will give opening remarks to show support to EYAA: Cohort Two.

###

Notes to Editors:
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Head of Communications of ASEAN Foundation (anthoni.octaviano@aseanfoundation.org)

About Maybank Foundation

Maybank Foundation undertakes sustainable Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives regionally for the Maybank Group, in line with Maybank’s mission of humanising financial services. The Foundation focuses on 6 key areas, namely Education, Community Empowerment, Healthy Living, Arts and Culture, Environmental Diversity, and Disaster Relief. In all six areas and in every country, it operates in, Maybank Foundation is focused on activities and programmes that would create meaningful, measurable, and sustainable impacts that differentiate the Maybank Group from its competitors.

About ASEAN Foundation

Three decades after ASEAN was established, ASEAN leaders recognised that: there remained inadequate shared prosperity, ASEAN awareness and contact among the people of ASEAN. It was of this concern that ASEAN leaders established ASEAN Foundation in Jakarta, Indonesia, at ASEAN’s 30th Anniversary Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on 15 December 1997. The ASEAN Foundation is an organisation from and for the people of ASEAN. The Foundation exists because of one vision: to build a cohesive and prosperous ASEAN Community. As an ASEAN body, the Foundation is tasked to support ASEAN mainly in promoting awareness, identity, interaction and development of the people of ASEAN.

Contact:
Panca Dewi Astuti, Program Officer CHIME Program, +62-857-7878-9723
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